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FOR EWORD-- 


Parke County, Indiana, is a lovely place. 


It has an abundance of natural beauty--beauty which is present 
. whether the temperature be sub-zero and icy winds are howling 
around one’s ears or when the: thermometer climbs upward 
towards 100. It is the home of Turkey Run State Park, justly 

' famed thruout the world for its rugged beauty. The Wabash 

| River constitutes the western boundary of the county and plays 


an important and sometimes violent role in the lives of the people. 


Parke County, too, is rich in historical lore: General William 
Henry Harrison marched his army thru this area on its way to its 
destiny at Tippecanoe; thousands of Irishmen helped construct 
the Wabash & Erie Canal down thru the western portions and left 
their everlasting imprint upon the local scene; the Wea Indians, 
accepting in good faith treaty terms offered by the white men, 
were given a reservation for their own, yet, only a few years 
later, found themselves moved on to other promised lands farther 
west. And tho the Indians thus learned that the Treaty of Fort 
Wayne was incapable of turning the white tide of settlers, it did 
give to Parke County another bit of historical lore -- inaccurate 
tho it may be -- in anchoring one end of the ‘‘Ten O’clock Line’’ at 
the confluence of Big Raccoon Creek and the Wabash. 


| In this booklet, the third revision of ‘‘The Covered Bridges of 

: Parke County’’, we are concemed in the main with only the 
bridges, tho we do present a few scenes portraying Parke County 
as a growing center of recreation. Also, for lovers of the wooden 
bridges, we have included photos of the four covered bridges 
still standing in Vermillion County and the nearby Deer's Mill 
bridge north of Waveland in Montgomery County. 


Max Harvey, 
The Wabash Valley Printing Company, 
Montezuma, Indiana 


3rd Printing, 1961 


ca PICTURE CREDIT: All photos of existing bridges presented in this volume were 


taken by Jim Watson of Montezuma. 


PRICE PER COPY: $1.00 
By Mail in U.S.: $1.25 


State Sanatorium Bridge, built in 1913, crosses Little Raccoon. 

Adams Bridge, built in 1 crosses Little Raccoon. 

Dooley Station Bridge, buflt 1X 1917, crosses Little Raccoon. 

Portland Mills Bridge, built jn 1856, crosses Big Raccoon. 

Mansfield Bridge, built in 1867, crosses Big Raccoon. 

Big Rocky Fork Bridge, built in 1900, crosses Big Rocky Fork. 

Conley’s Ford Bridge, built in 1906-07, crosses Big Raccoon. 

Bridgeton Bridge, built in 1868, crosses Big Raccoon. 

Jeffries Ford Bridge, built in 1915, crosses Big Raccoon. 

Neet Bridge, built in 1904, crosses Little Raccoon. 

. McAllister’s Bridge, built in 1914, crosses Little Raccoon. 

12. Crooks Bridge, built originally in 1856, rebuilt at present location In 1867, crosses 
Little Raccoon. 

13. Catlin Bridge, built in 1907, crosses Sunderland Creek. 
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14, Nevins Bridge, bullt in 1920, crosses Little Raccoon. 
15. Jessup Bridge, built in 1910, crosses Little Raccoon. 

16. Thorpe Ford Bridge, built in 1912, crosses Big Raccoon, 
17. Red Bridge, built in 1880, crosses Big Raccoon. 

18. Roseville Bridge, built in'2010, crosses Big Raccoon. 

19. Harry Evans Bridge, built in 1908, crosses Rock Run. 

20. Zacke Cox Bridge, built in 1908, crosses Rock Run. 

21, Mecca Bridge, built in 1873, crosses Big Raccoon. 

22. Phillips Bridge, built in 1909, crosses Big Pond Creek. 


23. Sim Smith Bridge, built in 1883, crosses Leatherwood Creek. 


24. Melcher Bridge, built in 1896, crosses Leatherwood Creek. 


26. West: Union Bridge, built in 1876, crosses Sugar Creek. 


Parke County — The Covered Bridge County Of The U. S. A. 


28. 


29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
25. Leatherwood Station Bridge, built in 1899, crosses Leatherwood Creek. 39. 


27. J. H. Russell Bridge (private) built in 1897, crosses Square Rock Branch. 
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Jackson Bridge, built in 1861, single span 207 feet long, crosses Sugar Creek. 
Marshall Bridge, built in 1917, crosses Rush Creek. 

Rush Creek Bridge, built in 1904, crosses Rush Creek. 

Mill Creek Bridge, built in 1907, crosses Mill Creek. 

Bowsher Ford Bridge, built in 1915, crosses Mill Creek. 

Coal Creek Bridge, built in 1869, crosses Coal Creek. 

Grange Corner Bridge, bullt in 1899, crosses Sugar Mill Creek. 

Wilkins Mill Bridge, built in 1906, crosses Sugar Mill Creek. 

Cox Ford Bridge, built in 1913, crosses Sugar Creek. 

Narrows Bridge, in Turkey Run State Park, built in 1882, crosses Sugar Creek. 
Beeson Bridge, built in 1906, crosses Roaring Creek. 

Billie Creek Bridge, built in 1895, crosses Williams Creek. 


NOTE: Since this map 
was published, the Port- 
land Mills Bridge has 
been moved to the site 
of the former Dooley 
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The JACKSON BRIDGE, sometimes called Rockport, a single-span structure 207 
feet long, is of the Burr-type construction. It was built in 1861 by J.J. Daniels and 
spans Sugar Creek. A tornado once ripped every shingle off its roof tho the bridge, 
itself, stood firmly. 
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One of the very long bridges, the MANSFIELD BRIDGE, is a two-span affair. It 
is located just off SR 59 in Southeastern Parke County, spans Big Raccoon Creek. 


This bridge was built in 1867. 
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East of Bridgeton across Big Raccoon Creek is the CONLEY FORD BRIDGE, built 
~ in 1906-07. 


crosses Rock Run Creek. 


The HARRY EVANS BRIDGE is located north of Coxville. It was built in 1908, 


On the road between Bridgeton and Catlin is the NEVINS BRIDGE, built in 1920, across 
Little Raccoon Creek. 
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A short distance downstream from the Rush Creek Bridge is the MARSHALL BRIDGE 
in Liberty Township. It was built in 1917. 
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Also relocated in 1961, the PORTLAND MILLS BRIDGE was moved from the community 
of Portland Mills to the site of the former Dooley Station Bridge which was destroyed by 
fire. One of the two oldest bridges in the county, the Portland Mills Bridge was erected 
in 1856. It was moved this year because it was in an area which will be flooded by the 


Mansfield Reservoir. 
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Northeast of Rockville is the ADAMS BRIDGE spanning Little Raccoon Creek. This bridge was built 


1907. 
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1909, the PHILLIPS BRIDGE spans Big Pond Creek. It is located east of Montezuma 
and is visible from U.S. Highway 36. 
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The NEET BRIDGE, on the 


Creek. 


The GRANGE CORNER BRIDSE is located in the north central area of Parke County. Built in 1899, 
it spans Sugar Alill Creek. 
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ZACKE COX BRIDGE -- Built in 1908, it spans Rock Run Creek in southwest Parke County. 
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RUSH CREEK BRIDGE is located in Liberty Township. It wes built in 1904 and crosses 


Rush Creek. 
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The JEFFRIES FORD BRIDGE across Big Raccoon Creek in the southern area of the 
county was built in 1915. 


The McALLISTER BRIDGE southeast of Rockville was builtin 1914 across Little 


Raccoon Creek. 
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This bridge once stood across the Wabash River, joining Parke County with Clinton in 
Vermillion County. Photo made available to us by Leighton ‘dunnicutt of Rockville. 


The old Armiesburg Bridge across Big Raccoon Creek. Photo owned by Robert Burns 
of Montezuma. 


The Portland Mills Bridge stood 
for 104 years across Big Raccoon 
Creek providing a vital trans-. 
portation link to the residents 

in the eastem part of the county. 
It was moved in 1961 to a new 
location where the Dooley Station 
Bridge (See below) once stood. 


Built in 1917, the Dooley Station 
Bridge spanned Little Raccoon 


Creek in the northeast area of 
Parke County. It was destroyed 
by fire in December 1960. 
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| AM THE COVERED BRIDGE 
Don A. Williams 


I am the covered bridge, out of reach of the city’s turmoil 
By day, with the hum of factories and the traffic’s grind, 
By night, with its thousand lights and its busy rushing throng; 
Far out from these I span the narrow stream, or wide, 
The quiet babbling water, or the turbulent creek 
Fed by the meadow brook of my domain; 
My designers and builders, craftsmen in the art of mortise and tenon, 
Shaping together timbers, cut and hewn from the banks of the creek I span, 
Timbers doweled together without noise of hammer and nail: 
I am the covered bridge! 


At dawn or nvon hour, or in the sunset’s glow, 


1 am a symbol of protection from the stream below; 
My lot is not so uneventful, quite contrariwise; 
The creek, its flower-brocaded banks, cool air, blue skies, 
At night, fluorescent glow of fireflies like sapphires rise and fall, 
The whirring of owl wings, a cricket symphony, a night bird’s call; 
I wait for these, and wait to help a traveler on his way 
To wedding march, or funeral pall: 
I am the covered bridge! 


--March 1959 
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